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Air Vice-Marshal (Retd.) A K Khandker (2nd-left), BU, MP, Hon‟ble  Minister for Planning; Mr. Abul Maal Abdul Muhith (delivering 
speech), MP, Hon‟ble Minister  for Finance; Mr. Md. Nojibur Rahman (2nd right), Secretary, SID; Mr. Golam Mostafa Kamal (right-
corner) Director General, BBS and Mr. Kazi  Akram Uddin Ahmed (left-corner}, President, FBCCI are seen on the Dias.  

 

Condolence Message 
 

President Md. Zillur 
Rahman, an out-and-out 
politician revered across 
the broad political 
spectrum, died on Wedne- 
sday 20 March, 2013 in 
Singapore at the Mount 
Elizabeth Hospital at 4:47 
pm Bangladesh time. We 
all are mourned for this 
great loss and his departure 
from the earth. 

 

 

BBS Conducting Nationwide the Economic Census-2013 
Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics (BBS) is conducting the 

Economic Census 2013 in the country to produce a 

reliable, accurate and dependable statistics. Economic 

census is the official count of entrepreneurial units and 

households involved to non-agricultural economic 

activities. The main census activities began officially with 

an inaugural ceremony of training for the Master Trainers 

on 9 March 2013 at BBS headquarters. Hon‟ble Minister 

for Finance, Mr. Abul Maal Abdul Muhith attended the 

occasion as Chief Guest and declared the opening of the 

Economic Census 2013. He opinioned that effective & 

successful economic census depends on strong 

commitment of the BBS personnel. Hon‟ble Minister for 

Planning, Air Vice Marshal (retired) A. K Khandker, BU, 

MP, chaired the session. He emphasized on proper 

training and its successful implementation in the field is 

the most vital aspect for having reliable and accurate 

data from the interviewees. Mr. Kazi Akram Uddin 

Ahmed, President of FBCCI, was present as Special 

Guest. He discussed the importance of the Economic 

Census and appealed to the business community to 

provide accurate data without fear. Mr. Md. Nojibur 

Rahman, Secretary, Statistics & Informatics Division 

(SID), Mr. Golam Mostafa Kamal, Director General, BBS, 

representatives from business community, organizations 

/NGOs & high officials from SID & BBS were present. 

Mr. Zahidul Hoque Sardar, Director of Census Wing, 

BBS presented a keynote paper highlighting on the 

census preparatory programme and the other aspects of 

the census. 

It is evident that dependency of 

economic activities in Bangla- 

desh is gradually shifting from 

agriculture sector to industry & 

service sector.  The census will 

provide information on formal & informal economic 

enterprises, households with non-farm economic 

activities, number & types of activities, employments 

therein; deliver information on growth centres, 

inventories of manufacturing industries, merchandise 

establishments, ownership, number of taxpayer 

establishments, VAT providers & other information. The 

main purposes of the economic census are to provide 

benchmark data for conducting future sample surveys, 

measuring the growth and changes in the nation‟s 

economy over time. The government and other 

organisations use this valuable document to develop the 

national & regional economic programmes & policies. 

The census data are required for GDP estimates and 

necessary for other government departments, agencies, 

regional & local authorities, NGOs, academics, 

researchers, students, business-persons & local groups 

of business associations for a wide variety of purposes. 
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Air Vice-Marshall (Retd). A K Khandker (middle), Hon‟ble Minister for Planning, Mr. Md. Nojibur Rahman (2nd right)), Secretary, SID, 

Mr. Golam Mostafa Kamal (left-corner), DG, BBS, Mr. H. N. Ashequr Rahman (2nd left), Hon‟ble MP & Mr.Arthur Erken (right), UNFPA 

Inception Workshop on Strengthening Capacity of BBS 
On 14 February 2013, BBS conducted an inception 

workshop on „Strengthening Capacity of BBS in 

Population and Demographic Data Collection Using 

GIS‟. The workshop was launched at BBS Auditorium 

aiming at effective consultation with the stakeholders, 

data users, researchers, statisticians, and policy-makers 

to find out new development approaches for BBS 

capacity building and conducting surveys on health, 

demography & education, and for producing time series 

data on violence against women (VAW). Suggestions 

were sought to improve capacity building in data 

collection, analysis, dissemination and report writing  to 

present countrywide 

enormous datasets,  

drilling-down to local 

areas using built-in GIS 

mapping capabilities 

using major GPS land 

marks including small 

area ATLAS preparation. 

In the inception workshop, 

Hon‟ble Minister for 

Planning, Air Vice 

Marshall (Retired) A K 

Khandker, BU, MP attended as Chief Guest and Mr. H. 

N. Ashequr Rahman, Hon‟ble MP and Chairman, 

Parliamentary Standing Committee on Ministry of 

Planning was present as Special Guest. Mr. Md. Nojibur 

Rahman, Secretary, Statistics and Informatics Division 

(SID) chaired the session and Mr. Arthur Erken, 

Representative, UNFPA was present as Guest of 

Honour.  

BBS Planning to Compile the National & District Gazetteer  
BBS has taken up initiative to compile the national and district 

Gazetteer of Bangladesh for popularising the rich and 

diversified cultures inside the country bringing out the 

publication. On Sunday 10 March 2013, a workshop was held 

at BBS auditorium conducted by Digital Information Project, 

BBS and officials from concerned organizations have 

examined the contents of the proposed Gazetteer for the 

country. Mr. Hedayetullah Al Mamoon, Secretary, Ministry 

of Information, was present in the occasion as Chief Guest 

and Mr. Md. Nojibur Rahman, Secretary, SID chaired the 

session. Mr. Golam Mostafa Kamal, DG and many other 

officials from concerned departments were present and 

participated in the workshop. Mr. Jafor Ahmed Khan, Director 

(DS), Demography. & Health Wing, presented a paper in the 

workshop. It was decided to compile the books with close 

collaboration with the Ministry of Information.  “Gazetteer”, for 

the first time in this region was created under the British Rule 

in India in 1833. According to the origin of Italian word, 

“Gazetta”, its meaning is a treasure of news. Over the time, 

the scope of its meaning has assumed wider dimensions, 

which inter alia covers information on diversified subjects like 
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history, ethnicity, religions, languages and culture of the 

people living in a geographical region or a political entity, their 

socioeconomic life and a description of their natural and 

physical environment. Viewed in this perspective, this work 

will be the culmination of the combined efforts & endeavours 

for the country. It needs comprehensive documentation efforts 

to dilate on various facets of the region, its history from early 

times, evolution of the region as an administrative unit, its 

physical features, climate, river systems and water resources, 

geology, flora, fauna, demographical features, languages, 

social customs and culture of its people. Statistical data, 

photographs and maps to make it more interesting and 

authentic will support the description. It is indeed to record the 

excellent work to be done by the whole team of both the 

organizations over a period to compile this gazetteer and 

thus, this document will find it of immense value.  
 

A Round Table Discussion on Global e-Indicesõ Rankings 
On Monday 28 January 2013, a round table discussion 

was held on “Global e-Indices‟ Rankings and 

Bangladesh: A Citizen Perspective” at BBS 

conference room jointly organized by Statistics & 

Informatics Division (SID) and Access to Information 

(A2i) Programme, Prime Minister‟s Office. This is for 

the first time that an attempt has been initiated to 

mapping the data for monitoring and evaluation of 

Bangladesh, which would help to bring about the 

salient features from all aspects of ICT4D in the 

country and presented the current positions of rankings 

of Bangladesh compared to global e-indices, which was 

observed not at the satisfactorily level. Mr. 

Hasanuzzaman, Policy Associate, prepared the report. 

The Access to Information Programme is hosted by the 

Prime Minister's Office (PMO) & the Cabinet Division 

with close collaboration of UNDP Bangladesh and the 

USAID. The project is undertaken to improve the 

accessibility and quality of public services for 

underserved communities and groups delivered mostly 

by Upazilas. The Round table meeting was a milestone 

for this study as the participants from different audience 

e.g. statistical officers from various government 

departments, officers, academicians, members of civil 

society, and specialists were very keen to provide their 

thoughtful and constructive ideas for further 

improvement of the report. In the workshop, Mr. Md. 

Nojibur Rahman, Secretary, SID was the Chief Guest, 

Dr. Jnanendranath Biswas, Executive Director, 

Bangladesh Computer Council (BCC) was present as 

Special Guest while Mr. Golam Mostafa Kamal, DG, 

BBS chaired the session. A brainstorming session was 

launched with researchers and experts, followed by a 

national Roundtable discussion incorporating the 

feedbacks, comments generated by the rich consultation 

with the stakeholders and experts‟ inputs. Mr. Md. 

Nojibur Rahman, Secretary, Statistics and Informatics 

Division (SID), Mr. Golam Mostafa Kamal, Director 

General, Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics (BBS) and Mr. 

K. A. M. Morshed, Assistant Country Director, UNDP, 

Bangladesh, attended and delivered their guiding 

thoughts on the national Round table discussion on the 

draft report. 
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Mr  Md. Nojibur  Rahman (2nd-left), Secretary, SID; Mr. Golam Mostafa Kamal (2rd-

right),DG, BBS; Dr. Adul Jalil (left-corner), JS, SID & Mr. Masud Alam (right-corner). 

Mr. Md. Nojibur Rahman (2nd-left), Secretary, SID, Mr. Md. Nazrul Islam (2nd-right), Additional 

Secretary,  Mr. Golam Mostafa  Kamal, DG, and Dr. Abdul Jalil, Join  Secreary, SID are seen. 

Commitment for Golden Bengal: National Integrity Strategy 
On Monday 28 January 2013, an especial workshop on 

national integrity strategy was held at BBS conference room 

organised by Statistics and Informatics Division (SID) for all 

officials of BBS and SID to prevent corruption and promote 

integrity following the messages of Golden Bengal: National 

Integrity Strategy of Bangladesh‟. This strategy has been 

formulated with a view to preventing corruption and 

establishing integrity in the society of Bangladesh. Proposals 

have been made for capacity development of important public 

institutions and organisations as well as other concern sector 

of the country. Action plans have been made for 

implementation of the strategy through existing laws, rules, 

systems and their reforms and in some cases promulgation of 

new laws and rules. The government, being fully aware of 

this imperative, has made a well-coordinated attempt to 

formulate this strategy titled “Commitment for Golden 

Bengal: National Integrity Strategy of Bangladeshò to 

fulfill the commitments effectively. Here integrity actually 

implies behavioral excellence influenced by ethics, 

morality and honesty. It also implies adherence to the 

time-tested societal norms, values, customs and 

principles. At the individual level, being duty-

bound, ethical and honest, the challenges have to 

be faced by them in terms of their functions and their goals, 

recommendations and following the suggested interventions 

for promotion of integrity. In this document, primarily all 

explanations of ethics and its significance have been kept in 

view and all these were shortly briefed by Mr. Md. Nazrul 

Islam, Additional Secretay, Cabinet Division, Government of 

the People‟s Republic of Bangladesh in this special session. 

PDs Forum Held a Synergic Workshop at BBS 
An inconceivable team-building workshop on „Achieving 

Synergies Among All Projects Towards Making 

Economic Census 2013‟ was held at BBS conference 

room on 26 January 2013 in the presence of Mr. Md. 

Nojibur Rahman, Secretary, SID. Project Directors‟ 

(PDs) Forum of BBS organised the workshop to make an 

alliance among them to contribute the successful 

implementation of the strategic plans for all project 

activities to bring about the organisational integration 

and performance improvement of BBS officials through 

their efforts in capacity development process. Indeed, 

this strategic alliance may reduce duplication and 

waste of time while efforts undertaken facilitating BBS 

performance to enhance the quality and standard output. 

Presently BBS is carrying off ten development projects 

using a variety of innovative techniques in data 

collection, processing and dissemination to bring out the 

effective outcomes of surveys that are easily recognised, 

relevant, practical and standard. In this workshop, 

importance was given on conducting an effective 

implementation of the Economic Census 2013, the use 

of IT equipments & technology, sharing of census 

experiences and human resources development. All 

these efforts will quickly grasp the „big picture‟ to drill 

down the improvements of BBS and identify surveys 

necessary to fulfill the information gaps that required for 
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the nation as well as for other users nationally and internationally. 

Food Inflation Rate Decreased slightly at the National Level 
At the national, the food inflation rate decreased to 5.02% in 

January 2012-13 as compared to the rate of 6.97% for the 

same month of 2011-12. The rate increased to 7.45% and 

7.50% in the months of February & March 2012-13 

respectively compared to the rates of 4.12% & 3.63% for the 

corresponding months of 2011-12. Director General of BBS 

met the press and released data on Consumer Price Index 

and Inflation Rate of the country. According to the data 

released, it is seen that the general inflation rates (food & 

non-food altogether) for this quarter, January-March 2012-13, 

were 6.62%, 7.84% and 7.71% and in 2011-12 these rates for 

the same 

quarter 

were 

8.58%, 

6.94% and 

6.76% respectively. This comparison is accounted on point-to-

point basis. On the other hand, the non-food inflation rates are 

seen 9.09% in January, 8.44% in February and 8.04% in 

March, 2012-13 and the corresponding rates for the quarter 

were 11.18%, 11.47% and 11.79% in 2011-12. The non-food 

rate declines in this quarter. 

BBS Field Activities Visited by High Officials 

BBS carries out different types of surveys at field level for data collection 

almost throughout the year. To ensure quality and consistency of data, 

Secretary, Statistics and Informatics Division (SID) and Director General of 

Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics (BBS) visited some survey enumeration 

areas in different districts. On 30 March 2013, Mr. Md. Nojibur Rahman, 

Secretary, SID, visited a sample cluster of the 1st phase of 10th Round Post 

Enumeration Check 

(PEC) survey under 

the Nutritional 

Surveillance 

Component Project. 

The sample cluster was at Staff Quarters of Dhaka University and he 

examined some filled-in questionnaires at households. Project Director, 

some other officials and respective enumerators were present in the 

clusters. Similarly, Mr. Md. Nojibur Rahman, Secretary, SID, visited 

some sample PSUs (Primary Sampling Units) under the Labour Force 

Survey conducted in Gazipur and Narayangonj districts. He checked the 

quality and consistency of data of filled-in questionnaires at sample households and talked to the household members. On his 

visits to sample areas, he met with local administrative bodies, 

informed them about the up-coming Economic Census 2013, and 

asked for the level best cooperation for field officials of BBS relating to 

upcoming census. BBS officials from head office were present during 

his visits. 
  

Mr. Golam Mostafa Kamal, Director Gerneral (DG) of Bangladesh 

Bureau of Statistics (BBS) visited the data collection activities at field 

level under Labour Force Survey conducted in the districts of 

Patuakhali and Barisal. He checked some filled-in questionnaires at 

households of the enumeration areas and talked to the members of sample households. During his visits to sample PSUs, DG 
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also met the local administrative bodies, informed them about the Economic Census 2013, and requested them to cooperate 

with BBS officials & staff for smooth running of the upcoming Economic Census.  Focal Point Officer, other officials and local 

enumerators were present at the sample households during his visits. 

Courses Conducted by Statistical Staff Training Institute (SSTI) 
SL Name of Training Course  Duration  Rank of Trainees Number 

1  Project Planning Development & Management Training Course  01/01/2013  ï 14/01/2013  Officers 24 

2 Orientation Training Course  16/01/2013  ï 17/01/2013 Officers 11 

3 Orientation Training Course 20/01/2013  ï 24/01/2013 Officers 11 

4 Fundamental Training at NAPD 03/02/2013  ï 14/03/2013 Officers 17 

5 Office Automation Training Course 10/02/2013  ï 14/02/2013 Officers  24 

Seminar Series for Knowledge Sharing Conducted by SSTI 
Statistical Staff Training Institute (SSTI) of BBS conducted the knowledge sharing seminars for BBS officials at the BBS 
Auditorium in the presence of all Class-I Officers. Secretary was present as the Chief Guest and DG chaired the seminars.  
         Name & Designation of the officials Duration & Country Participatory Subject  Presentation 

1 Begum Khen Chan, Senior Asstt. Secretary 4-8 June. 2012, USA Knowledge sharing meeting on Industrial Statistics   22/01/2013 

2 
3 

Mr. Md. Anamul Hoque, Maintenance Engr 
Mr. Rezaul Karim, Programmer 

6-18 Nov, 2012, Malaysia & 
Australia 

Study visit to Australia Bureau of Statistics & Department 
of Statistics Malaysia 

4 Mr. Md. Shamsul Alam, Director (cc) 13-15 May, 2012, Turkey 2nd Session of the OIC Statistical Commission 29/01/2013 

5 Mr. Ikthekarul Karim, RSO, Kushtia 15 Aug.-22 Dec. 2012, Japan 3rd Group Training Country in Production & Development 
of  Official Statistics 

05/02/2013 

6 Mr. Ranjit Kumar Roy, Additional. Secretary - MTBF 12/02/2013 

7 
8 

Dr. Dipankar Roy, Deputy Director 
AKM Fazlul Hoque, Deputy Director 

16-19 October, 2012, India Measuring Well being for Dev. & Policy Making in OECD 19/02/2013 

9 Md. Abdul Kadir Miah, Deputy Director 28-31 May, India Workshop for South Asian Countries on Collection & 
Dissem of Socio-Econ Data for Pop. & Housing Censuses 

05/03/2013 

10 Md. Akhtar Hasan Khan, Statistical Officer 14-18 May, 2012, Thailand Regional Workshop of Sampling for Agril. Census & Surv 12/03/2013 

11 Dr. Dipankar Roy, Deputy Director 12-15 June, 2012 3rd Workshop Meeting of the Technical Advisor Group 

 on Population and Social Statistics 

19/03/2013 

Participation of BBS Officials Outside the Country: 
Name and Designation Duration, Country Visited Programme Attended  

1.  Mr. Md. Mizanur  Rahman, Deputy Director General 26  Feb–1 March, 2013, USA UNFPA 

2. Dr. Dipankar Roy, Deputy Director 06-08 March, 2013, Thailand 3rd Workshop Meeting of the Technical Advisor Group 
 on Population and Social Statistics 

 

Released BBS Publications within the Quarter, 2012 
1.   Monthly Release:  Consumer Price Index (CPI, December/12), BBS, January, 2013  
2.   Monthly Release:  Consumer Price Index (CPI, January/13), BBS, February 2013  
3.   Monthly Release:  Consumer Price Index (CPI, February/13), BBS, March, 2012 

Major Quarterly Activities of BBS 
Agriculture Wing:  
ƀ District wise area estimation on different varieties of Aus, Aman rice and jute crop for the year of 2012-13 has been 

estimated; 
 

ƀ District wise area estimation on different varieties of wheat and potato for the year of 2012-13 under the 1st round Cluster 
Survey 2012-13 is going on 

 

ƀ Statistical Yearbook of Agriculture 2012 is in progress to publication;  
 

ƀ Estimation of agricultural wages for the month of August, 2012 has been completed.  
 

Census  Wing:   
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ƀ A draft report for „Pabna Zila‟ under the series of 64 Zila (district) reports of Population & Housing Census 2011 has been 
prepared and submitted to Editorial Forum and remaining Zila reports under the series are being prepared for submission; 

   

ƀTwo draft reports respectively on „Union Statistics” and „Urban Area‟ have been prepared and submitted to Editorial Forum; 
 

ƀ District data tables for the National Analytical Report of Population and Housing Census 2011 are being examined; 
ƀ Comments & suggestions from some other concerned departments have been collected on the report of óLiteracy 

Assessment Survey 2011‟; 
 

Computer Wing:  
ƀ Helpdesk Automation of BBS has been established. Presently, inventory data entry of IT equipment has been completed and 

updating is going on; 
ƀ Eight different categories of training have been provided to BBS officials and staff using ICTLab-1 & 2 at different dates;  
ƀ Preparing the „Value Based Tables‟ for the months of July & August 2012 of Foreign Trade desk has been completed and 
sent back to the desk and the processing for the month of September 2012 is in progress; 
 

ƀ Data entry of all 378 mauzas for the „Time Use Survey‟ has been completed and editing is going on; 
 

ƀ Editing of field level maps and its updating for newly created Rangpur City Corporation is in progress;     

ƀ All sorts of activities on „Data Recovery & Preservation Programmes‟ and „Development of Web-based GIS Software & 
Linkage with BBS Website are going on; 

 

ƀ A large volume of Web-based census & survey data, tender documents and time to time information have been uploaded to 
Web-site in this quarter; 
ƀ A large number of BBS PC and its Hardware & Software trouble shooting are being removed and maintenance are being 

done regularly; 
 

Demography  and Health Wing:  
ƀ Draft report on „Sample Vital Registration System (SVRS) 2011‟ has been prepared and submitted to Editors‟ Forum; 
ƀ House listing and preparation of sketch maps for 1500 sample areas under MSVSB are in progress; 
 

ƀ The report on „Gender Statistics 2012‟ has been enriched henceforth carrying on the expert‟s suggestions and proper editing 
by the Editorial Forum; 

 

ƀSimilarly, the draft report on „Child and Mother Nutrition Survey-2012‟ has been enriched reviewing it by the expert and 
submitted to experts for comments and will be finalised receiving from them;  

 

ƀ In field level data collection for PEC of 10th Round (1st phase) under „Food Security-Nutritional Surveillance Component 
Project‟ has been completed and a training programme on STATA for 16 BBS officials has been lunched for seven days at 
iccddr‟b; 

 

ƀ A survey on „Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey 2012-13 under “Monitoring the Situation of Children and Women Project 
(Phase-III)‟ is going on at 55,200 households in 2760 sample areas all over the country beginning on 9 December 2012 and 
data entry is in progress; 

 

 

Industry and Labour Wing:  
ƀ The report on „Informal Sector Survey‟ has been finalized and published by ADB and uploaded in the website; 
 

  ƀ Draft report on 'Cottage Industry Survey-2011‟ is being finalised for printing; 
 

ƀ Data validation checking of „Time Use Pilot Survey-2012‟ has been completed and draft report is being prepared now.  
 

ƀ Field „Survey of Manufacturing Industry (SMI) 2012‟  has been completed and data processing is in progress; 
ƀ The report on „Establishments & Institutions Survey‟ has already been published and dissemination of the report will be held 

soon. 
 

 

National Accounting Wing:     
ƀ Data collections for five surveys are going on under MTBF for strengthening national accounts by covering 5 sectors which 

will also provide bench mark data in rebasing GDP base year 2010-11; 
 

ƀ Expenditure rebasing based on 2005-06 is going on;  
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Mr. Md. Nojibur Rahman, Secretary, SID; Mr. Golam Mostafa Kamal, DG, BBS; 
Mr. Md. Mizanur Rahman, DDG & Other officials of BBS are observing the rescue. 
 

ƀ Monthly Quantum Index of Industrial Production (QIP) Large, November/12 has been approved and preparing the index of  QIP for 
December/12 is in progress; 

ƀ Distribution of published copies of Monthly Release of (IPS) for the month of October/12 is completed and November/12 is going 
on;  

ƀ Report on óProductivity and Employment Index‟ for November/12 has been approved; 
ƀ Indexing of construction materials for the month of December/12 for Chittagong, Rajshahi, Khulna, Sylhet and Barisal is completed; 
ƀ House rent Indexing for this quarter (October-December, 2011-12) is completed and wage rate indexing for month of February/13 is 

in progress; 
ƀ Editing, posting and estimation of average values and wage collected on five categories of schedules for the month of February/13 

are completed; 
ƀ „Foreign Trade Statistics of Bangladesh 2010-12‟ is under process for publishing. 

Condolence Message  
1. Mr. Md. Sujjat Ali, office peon, worked under Statistics and informatics Division (SID) died on 28 March 2013  at 9-30 pm due to 
suddenly heart stroke.  
On behalf of all officials and staff of BBS and Statistics & Informatics Division, a great sympathy is being shown to the grief-
stricken family for his great losses. We also pray for the departed-souls. 

Fire Fight Training and Demonstration Held in BBS  
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On 14 
March 2013, 
a firefight 
training and 
demonstr- 
rations were 
held for the 
officers & 
staff of BBS 
and SID  
with the 
close 
collabora-
tion of Fire 
Service 
Department. 
Life saving 
procedures 
and fire 
protecting 
techniques 
were shown 
in the 
training at 
BBS HQs. 
All officers & 
staff of BBS 
and SID 
were 
present 
 in the 
occasion. 

Mr. Md. Nojibur Rahman, Secretary, SID is putting out the fire using the fire process. 


